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Cave Hotels of Cappadocia
Although the mentality of turning an old house into a small hotel by 
restoration began to form in 1960s, it was realised principally in the 
year of 1986 by developing an awareness about cultural tourism.

New restoration activities maintaining the plain and modest              
architectural mentality in harmony with the philosophy of Cappadocia 
formed by Chiristian and Islamic mystics have grown mature in the 
course of time.
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Hotels Making Effort for not Giving 
The Sense of Being Surrounded by an 
Atmosphere Belonging to a Hotel
250 hotels out of 300 currently active in Cappadocia 
region are small hotels. These hotels have 12 
rooms on the average and are generally runned by 
their owners. They are guest houses without the 
priority of commercial concerns, giving the ability 
to reach the hotel manager/owner whenever 
needed, special, and making effort for not giving 
the sense of being surrounded by an atmosphere 
belonging to a hotel. They are all historical Muslim 
or Rum (Greek) houses with regards to construction.



Guest Satisfaction Priority 
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Management is a process as natural as hosting a guest at home for 
the managers of Cappadocian small hotels. Probably for this reason, 
the word of guest instead of customer, and the word of host instead 
of company owner are prefered by small hotels.

The personnel of small hotels are focused on meeting the desire for 
learning about new things of these guests who are culture wande-
rers and giving them the opportunity of living experiences to enrich 
their lives.

Being managed with Anatolian people’s hospitality, warmth, natu-
ralness and sincerity, guest satisfaction is at top priority for small 
hotels.

As a result, every one person out of two accommodates in these 
small hotels in the region. According to a booking.com research, 
Cappadocia gained the title of region with the highest satisfaction 
score in the world in 2013 thanks to these characteristics of small 
hotels in the region.



8



9

“Hayat (Life)”, which is the name given to 
the yards of the stone houses, expresses 
human’s love for nature and fresh air. 
The yards are production areas as well. 
Fleecing, cracking wheat, washing 
wheat, boiling pekmez works are all 
carried out in “hayat”. Separate yards for 
women and men (haremlik-selamlik) are 
planned to let women act in a more free 
way in compliance with Islamic 
mentality. 



Historical Arch Rooms
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Arch rooms are rooms built with local stones after cave rooms were 
built. These rooms began to be built at the facade of cave rooms after 
the development of stonemasonry, and they enrich local people’s lives 
in spring and fall with spacious places.



Every room is unique
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Unfortunately,
a part of your heart and soul
is left here when you are
separated from here.

Each room has a different smell, a different soul and a different story.
Not only the characteristics of their constructions affect guests, but 
also their own stories make the guests commune with history.



The Physical Features of
Cave Hotels in Cappadocia
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The Physical Features of
Cave Hotels in Cappadocia
Most of the small hotels in Cappadocia are stone mansions and cave 
constructions. Every small hotel offers an enchanting atmosphere 
with its unique rooms, symbols having different meanings carved by 
stonemasons, spacious yards, rounded stone doors, dovecotes, 
tunnels and ornated but modest doors.



13



14

Cappadocian small hotels are 
mystical places offering different 
experiences to their guests, and 
taking their guests to somewhere 
left in the past.

They meet culture wanderers’ 

need for exploring with their 

local foods, cave rooms, stories, 

and atmosphere unlike an 

hotel’s. 

These hotels share cultural 
wealth and cultural diversity with 
pleasure with their guests by 
taking care of them personally. 
They focus on satisfying the 
culture wanderers’ desire for 
learning about new things and 
offering them experiences to 
enrich their lives during their 
accommodation.



Cappadocian Cave Hotel Mentality 
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Cappadocian small hotels, with an Anatolian home 
atmosphere, are guest houses each of which has a 
unique past and unique features. 

They add value with their pasts, cheerful local 
people, stories and naturalness. They are living and 
breathing places. 

You can sense Cappadocian Philosophy formed 
according to the principles of “happy, modest life” 
which take root from Cappadocian Christian Saints 
like Gregorios and Vasilyos and Cappadocian Islamic 
mystics like Mevlana and Hacı Bektaş in these small 
hotels most effectively. 

Thus, small hotel mentality focused on this 
philosophy invites its guests to sense history 
and have a unique cultural experience.



16

slept in
a caveHave you ever ?



Cave Rooms
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They are places carved by man-power from natural 
structures formed years after the volcanic explosion in 
the region. People used to live in these rooms which 
were cool in summer and warm in winter owing to their 
rocky formation.
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